
licant: 
Serial No.: 
Filed: 

Confirmation No.: 
Customer No,: 
Title: 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Steven A. Olsen Examiner: 
09/960,537 Group Art Unit: 

September 21,2001 Docket: 
5282 Due Date: 

23552 

Retractable Column and Method of Forming 



Phi Dieu N. Tran A 
3637 

14389.1USU1 (formerly 6883.01) 
October 17, 2003 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1 .8: 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail, with 
sufficient postage, in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
on October , 2003. 



Bv: ^fiAAj.u:4.H^ 



Name: Patricia L. Larrimore 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

We are transmitting herewith the attached: 

^ Transmittal Sheet in duplicate containing Certificate of Mailing. 

^ Amendment responding to Office Action mailed July 17, 2003. 

^ Revocation and Power of Attorney, and Certificate Under 37 C.F.R. § 3.73(b). 

^ Request for Corrected Filing Receipt, 

^ Return postcard. 



RECEIVED 

OCT 2 7 2003 

GROUP 3600 



Please consider this a PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME for a sufficient number of months to enter these 
papers or any future reply, if appropriate. Please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 13-2725. A duplicate of this sheet is enclosed. 



MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903, Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 Name: Alan R. Stewart 

612.332.5300 Reg. No.: 47,974 

ARS:pll 




(PTO TRANSMITTAL - GENERAL) 



/N 09/960,537 PATENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

licant: Steven A. Olsen Examiner: Phi Dieu N. Tran A 

09/960,537 Group Art Unit: 3637 

September 21, 2001 Docket No.: 14389. lUSUl (formerly 6883.01) 

23552 Confirmation No.: 5282 

Retractable Column and Method of Forming 



H 



rial No.: 
Filed: 

Customer No 
Title: 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1.8: 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class niail, with 
sufficient postage, in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
on October /Z^ . 2003. /I / 

By: YT^M^/JS^ 
Name: Patricia L. Larrimore 



REQUEST FOR CORRECTED FILING RECEIPT 



Commissioner for Patents 

Office of Initial Patent Examination 

Filing Receipt Corrections 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



RECEIVED 

OCT 8 7 2003 

GROUP 3600 



Dear Sir: 

Enclosed is a photocopy of the filing receipt from the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office in the above-identified application showing requested corrections. The filing 
receipt is erroneous in the following respects as reflected in the papers originally filed: Attorney 
Docket No. 6883.01. 

The correction should read: 14389.1USU1. 



Correction of the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office and 
issuance of a corrected fiUng receipt are respectfully solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 

MERCHANT «& GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 332-5300 



Date: October \L .2003 




Name: Alan R. Stewart 
Reg. No.: 47,974 
ARS:pll 




krENT AND Trademark Oftice 



Page 1 of 2 

m ^5 2001 



Commissioner for Patents 
United States Pfuzm and Trademark Office 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 2023I 

www.uspto.gov 

I APPLICATION NUMBER | RUNG DATE | GRP ART UNIT | RL FEE RECD | ATTY.DOCKET.NO | DRAWINGS | TOT CLAIMS | IND CLAIMS | 

09/960.537 09/21/2001 3635 471 (76883.013 27 24 5 

1^369^ '^"^^ 'confirmation NO, 5282 
FILING RECEIPT 

Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
220 South Sixth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-1498 



•OC000000006951660* 



Date Mailed: 10/22/2001 



Receipt is acknowledged of this nonprovisional Patent Application. It will be considered in its order and you will be 
notified as to the results of the examination. Be sure to provide the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE, 
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION when inquiring about this application. Fees transmitted by 
check or draft are subject to collection. Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an 
error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please write to the Office of Initial Patent Examination's Customer 
Service Center. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the changes noted thereon. If you 
received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit any corrections to this Filing 
Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply to the Notice, the USPTO will 
generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections (if appropriate). 



Applicant(s) 



Steven A. Olsen, Owatonna, MN; 



Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant 

THIS APPLN CLAIMS BENEFIT OF 60/234,624 09/22/2000 

Foreign Applications 

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted 10/22/2001 

Projected Publication Date: To Be Determined - pending completion of Missing Parts 
Non-Publication Request: No 
Early Publication Request: No 
** SMALL ENTITY ** 



RECEFVED 

OCT 2 7 2003 

©ROUP 3600 



Title 



Retractable column and method of forming 



Preliminary Class 

052 



Page 2 of 2 



LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 

GRANTED 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184. if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5,15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The 
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted 
under 37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 



This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof 
unless it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 
1 .53(d). This license is not retroactive. 



The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject 
matter as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the 
national security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations 
especially with respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, 
Department of State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Office of 
Export Administration, Department of Commerce (15 CFR 370.10 (j)); the Office of Foreign Assets Control. 
Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 



NOT GRANTED 



No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 
5.12, if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months 
has lapsed from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy 
order under 35 U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b). 




United States FXtent and TRADEMAFtK Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTftlENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Pntent and Trademark OfTict^ 
Addrtsj: COMMISSIONER FDR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, WigEnia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



CONFIRMATION NO. 5282 



Bib Data Sheet 



SERIAL NUMBER 

09/960,537 



FILING OR 371(c) 
DATE 

09/21/2001 

RULE 



CLASS 

052 



GROUP ART UNIT 

3637 



ATTORNEY 
DOCKET NO. 

14389.1 USUI 



lAPPLICANTS 

Steven A. Olsen, Owatonna, MN; 

■** CONTINUING DATA ************************* 
^/p This appin claims benefit of 60/234,624 09/22/2000 

■** FOREIGN APPLICATIONS ******************** 



IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING LICENSE GRANTED** c;mai I FNTITY 
" 10/22/2001 



Foreign Priority claimed 



Q yes Q no 



□ yesQ 



35 use 119 (a-d) conditions ^ 

Allowance 

Verified and 

Acknowledged 



□ 



Met after 



Examiner's Signature 



Initials 



STATE OR 
COUNTRY 

MN 



SHEETS 
DRAWING 

28 



TOTAL 
CLAIMS 

24 



INDEPENDENT 
CLAIMS 

5 



ADDRESS 

Scott A IVIarks 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
50 South Sixth Street 
Suite 1500 

Minneapolis ,MN 55402-1498 



TITLE 

Retractable column and method of forming 



FILING FEE 
RECEIVED 

536 



FEES: Authority has been given in Paper 

No. to charge/credit DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

No. for following: 



□ All Fees 



□ 1.16 Fees ( Filing ) 



1.17 Fees ( Processing Ext. of 
time ) 



Q 1.18 Fees ( Issue ) 

□ Other 

□ Credit 




09/960,537 PATENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
OLSEN Examiner: P. TRAN A 
09/960,537 Group Art Unit: 3637 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2001 Docket No.: 14389.1USU1 
RETRACTABLE COLUMN AND METHOD OF FORMING 

CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 3.73(b) 

Tower Solutions, LLC, a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State 
of Minnesota, having aplace of business at 1 150 Holstein Drive, Pine City, Minnesota 55063, 
certifies that it is the assignee of the entire right, title and interest in the patent application 
identified above by virtue of either: 

DEC 0 3 2003 

GRUUP 3600 

A. An assignment from the inventor(s), of the patent application identified above. 
The assignment was recorded in the Patent and Trademark Office on January 8, 
2002, at Reel 012438, Frame(s) 0661, or for which a copy is attached. 

B. □ A chain of title from the inventor(s) of the patent application identified above to 

the current assignee as shown below: 

1. From: To: 

The document was recorded in the Patent and Trademark Office at Reel 
Frame(s) , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

2. From: To: 

The document was recorded in the Patent and Trademark Office at Reel , 
Frame(s) , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

3. From: To: 



The document was recorded in the Patent and Trademark Office at Reel , 

Frame(s) , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 
□ Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet. 
Q Copies of assignments or other documents in the chain of title are attached. 
The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is empowered to act on behalf of the 

assignee. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true, and 
that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further, that these 
statements are made with the knowledge that willful false statements, and the like so made, are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001, Title 18 of the United States 
Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issuing thereon. 

Date:^ Bv: Qik KKp^ 

Name: Allen Karson 
Title: President 




23552 

PATEJn- TRADEMARK OmCE 



